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50 FIVE FAMOUS FRENCH WOMEN.

and tenderness. It was this union to an almost
miraculous degree that was the special wonder of
Joan of Arc. That our poor human nature can rise
now and then to such sublime heights makes a halo
of glory for the whole race, and can give us thoughts
that do often lie too deep for tears.
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166 FIVE FAMOUS FRENCH WOMEN.

—the Marguerite des Marguerites, the pearl of
pearls, gentle, joyous, generous, but wrecking her
life’s highest hopes by unmeasured devotion to an
unworthy idol. If her pearls were wasted on
Francis, they were not wasted on the learning she
encouraged, the reformers she succoured, the high
ideals she nourished in the inmost sanctuary of her
soul.
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF LOUISE
OF SAVOY, DUCHESS OF ANGOULEME,
AND OF MARGARET HER DAUGHTER,
DUCHESS OF ALENCON AND QUEEN OF
NAVARRE.

———

1476.—Birth of Louise of Savoy.
1491.—Her marriage with the Count of Angouléme.
1492.—Birth of her daughter, Margaret.

1494.—Birth of her son Francis, afterwards Duke of
Valois, and King of France.

1496.—Death of her husband.
1498.—Death of Chm_-les VIII. Accession of Louis XII.

1499.—Marriage of the new King with Anne of Brittany,
the late King’s widow. Birth of Princess
Claude, the heiress of Brittany.

1500.—Birth of Archduke Charles, afterwards Charles V.
1500.—Marriage of Margaret with the Duke of Alencon.

1514.—Death of the Queen, Anne of Brittany. Marriage
of Francis, Duke of Valois, with Princess
Claude. Marriage of Louis XII. with Mary
Tudor.

1515.—Death of Louis XII. on New Year’s Day. Acces-
sion of Francis I. His first Italian campaign.
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1545.—Massacre of the Vaudois.
1547.—Death of Francis I. : accession of Henry II.

1548.—Marriage of Princess Jeanne to Antony of Bour-
bon, Duke of Vendéme. Betrothal of the
Dauphin Francis to Mary Queen of Scots,
niece of the Guises.

1549.—Death of Margaret.
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JEANNE D’'ALBRET,

QUEEN OF NAVARRE.

IT has been the fate of Jeanne d’Albret, Queen of
Navarre, to be known to history and to the gossip
which enlivens history, chiefly as the mother of a
famous son, and as the daughter of a distinguished
mother. Notwithstanding that she was a Queen
Regnant, and had a force and vigour of character
well suited to her station, and to the stirring and
important years during which she lived, her fame
is overshadowed by that of a famous mother and
of a still more famous son. Just as the little inde-
pendent principality, Béarn, which made her a
queen, was overshadowed by its great neighbours,
France and Spain, so Jeanne herself is over-
shadowed by her mother, Margaret of Angouléme,
poetess and reformer; and by her son, the great
Henry of Navarre, who became Henri IV. of
France. She therefore flits through history as ** his
mother, a grand and noble lady.”” No unenviable
fate, it may be frankly acknowledged. 8till, such
words awaken curiosity. It is not enough to call
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"

her ‘‘ grand and noble,”” we wish to know what
made her so.

The little kingdom of Navarre had at one
time spread itself on both sides of the Pyrenees.
Ferdinand the Catholic had seized the Spanish
provinces of Navarre fifteen years before the birth
of Jeanne, and the hope of recovering these lost
provinces often had an all-powerful influence in
determining the policy of her father, herself, her
husband, and her son. The place which the
recovery of Alsace and Lorraine holds in the
imagination of the French people was occupied in
the sixteenth century, in the minds of Jeanne and
of her house and people, by the hope of recovering
the provinces of Spanish Navarre.

In those days, even more than in our own, the
marriages of princes and princesses were determined
by political considerations. It was no uncommon
thing for a woman of forty to be sought in marriage
by a boy of sixteen, nor for a man of mature years
to enter into an arrangement to marry a baby
then in the cradle. The Emperor Charles V., for
example, was betrothed to a baby in arms, and it
was at the same time arranged that if that baby
died he should wed another child of the same house,
then unborn. It will be easily understood that
situated as it was on the mountains between France
and Spain, and holding the key of many of the
passes between the two kingdoms, the marriages of
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286 FIVE FAMOUS FRENCH WOMEN.

Antony, Béza retorted, ‘* Sire, it is, I confess, for
the Church of God, in whose name I speak, to en-
dure blows and not to give them. But may it please
you remember it is an anvil which has worn out
many hammers."’

When news of the massacre reached Renée, she
caused the gates of Montargis to be closed so that
no one, whether Catholic or Huguenot, could pass
in or out. She was confronted by those within the
town who sympathised with the party of the Duke
of Guise and applauded the cruel massacre which
had just taken place at his instigation. A plot was
on foot to repeat at Montargis the example given
at Vassy. But Renée's energy and determination
frustrated the scheme. She had but very few sol-
diers at her disposal, and she sent in all haste to
Prince Louis of Bourbon (Condé) for a detachment
of horse and foot. On their arrival the heads of the
plot were tried, three were hanged, some were im-
prisoned, and all their followers were disarmed.
The Duchess’s promptitude and vigour showed that
she was determined to make her authority respected,
and that she would leave nothing undone to preserve
law and order in the town of which she was the
governor.

The first civil war had now begun. As a princess
of the blood royal of France Renée had no sym-
pathy with those who were in arms against their
sovereign, but she made Montargis a place where
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murder she was a changed woman. Her one thought
was to avenge his death. The cruelty from which
she had formerly shrunk now became, she believed,
her duty. Her young son Henry, Duke of Guise,
she brought up with the idea that he was no true
son unless he dipped his hand into the blood of the
murderers of his father. The Catholic opinion of
the time judged Coligny to be guilty; and the
hideous and revolting attack of the young Duke
upon the aged and wounded Coligny on St. Bar-
tholomew’s Day, 1572, and the barbarous outrages
on the corpse, were doubtless excused in his own
eyes because they were perpetrated as revenge for
his father’s death.

The Duchess of Guise became the leader of the
Roman Catholic ladies in the court. Her influence
was now always used to encourage greater cruelty
and ferocity towards the Huguenots. An undated
letter from Calvin to the Duchess Renée bears in-
ternal evidence that it was written shortly after the
murder of the Duke of Guise. In it Calvin beseeches
Renée to exert her influence with the Duchess of
Guise, that ‘‘she may be induced . . . to
moderate her passions, which she can only obey as
she does by fighting against God.”” He asserts that
Renée’s daughter was joining herself with those who
were plotting ‘‘ to exterminate all Christianity out
of the world.”” Calvin had consistently opposed all
acts of violence and bloodshed; this gave him a
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against him. It is to be noted, however, that the
young Henry, Duke of Guise, took no part in this
reconciliation, and refused to acknowledge the w
verdict of the council. The marriage shortly after
this between the widowed Duchess of Guise and
Jacques of Savoy, Duke of Nemours, confirmed her
close future identification with the most vehement
section of the anti-Huguenot party. The Duke of
Nemours had been pledged to marry Frangoise de
Rohan, a protestant and a near relative of Queen
Jeanne of Navarre. He threw her over and obtained
a papal dispensation, freeing him from the obliga-
tions into which he had entered with her. This was
to enable him to marry the Duchess of Guise.
Renée was not present at her daughter’s second
marriage, and there is no record of her opinion upon
it. It deeply offended Queen Jeanne, who left the
court and endeavoured to extend protection and
friendship to the forsaken Mademoiselle de Rohan.

But little remains to be told of the life of the
Duchesse Renée. She continued in fairly frequent
correspondence with Calvin till his death at Geneva
in May, 1564. Her position towards the reformed
church is marked by Béza's dedication to her of his
edition of Calvin's shorter works, and his prefatory
letter addressed to the ‘‘ trés illustre, et trés haute
Princesse, Ma Dame, Renée de France, Duchesse
de Ferrare et de Chartres."

France, now and for many years after Renée’s
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when the tornado of St. Bartholomew broke over
Paris ; but her daughter and son-in-law and grand-
son had a large share of the blood-guiltiness of that
awful crime. Seventeen days after August 24th,
1572, the Duchess of Nemours wrote to her mother
from Paris a letter in which she observes that,
‘‘ Here things seem to be very peaceable, and no
murder is committed nor act of offence that I have
heard of continued to be done to any person.’’
She adds that the King was having lists made of
the names, titles, and residences of all who were of
‘“the religion,”” with prohibition to injure or
slander them. This was as if Herod had opened an
infant school after the massacre of the innocents.
The Duchess, continuing her letter, said, ‘‘ Madame,
with regard to my health, it appears to me that for
three nights past I have had better rest than I have
been accustomed to, which has brought me much
amendment."’

It was not many years after this that those
wonderful words were written :—

“ Glamis hath murdered sleep, and therefore Cawdor
Shall sleep no more, Macbeth shall sleep no more.”’

The perpetual iteration in Macbeth that sleep could
not visit with its consoling, refreshing power, the
eyes that had gloated on the shedding of innocent
blood, seems almost foreshadowed in the cold, formal
words of Anna d’Este’s letter. Poor woman, she
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